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Where we meet  
Meets Thursdays 12.15 
for 12.30 Southern Cross 
Yacht Club, Mariner 
Place, Lotus Bay, Yar-
ralumla  
President - Vera Lipton 
 
Secretary -  Margaret    
        Woodrow 

 
Bulletin editor  
 Marcel Skjald  
Ph. 0431 346 400 
mskjald@live.com  
 

Contact  
Rotary Club of Canberra 
Burley Griffin Inc.  
GPO Box 602, 
Canberra City, ACT 2601  

 
Rotary Administration Report  

 
Well this weeks Beer battered Fish and Fisherman's basket is 
the last of the first menu choices, a new menu will be prepared 
for coming meetings, so if you have some feedback or prefer-
ences, let me know by or at the meeting.   The club renovations, 
commencing 18 August,  will impact our menu choices and the 
club will be providing a range of options for us to choose from, 
so get in quick with you feedback, such as don't put two fish on 
one day....thanks Tony. 
 
I will be putting an order in for badges so if you or your partner 
needs a new badge then let me know, with spelling and I will 
order after the meeting next week. 
 
Yes, based on feedback from members I have merged the 
guest welcome roles into one and re-introduced the Sergeant 
role.  The Sergeant  opens the meeting and introduces the 
president.  From then on, the main job is to keep the meeting 
running and assist the President in what needs to be done at 
the moment.  Also, a few fines on fellow members are always 
welcome.   
 
So keep your eyes on the Roster at the bottom of each dinner 
notice to ensure you are prepared for you rostered duties as 
they arise. 
 
See you Thursday... 
Vincent  
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Previous Weekôs Guest Speaker  
 

Mr. Peter Gately  
 

Peter Gately gave an exciting and unusual talk today about the donation of sails to over-
seas countries whose sailors and fishers can come to grief when their outboard motors 
fail. 
  
Peter has been in Canberra for forty years, but he was born in Manly (hence the sea, 
surf, & sailing). He is a surveyor, teacher (TAFE for 20 years) and sailor. He began his 
talk by showing a large plaque given to him by the Prime Minister of Samoa. The phrase 
ñIn God We Trustò on the plaque being apt for those in peril on the sea. Samoa was the 
first and main recipient of these sails. 
  
In these countries, the sailing skills have been lost and the locals now rely on outboard 
motors which can fail and run out of fuel. In addition, they are subject to fuel costs. Any 
local sails tend to be weak and rip easily. As a result of all this, hundreds of people are 
though to be drifting around and dying on the worlds oceans at any given time. 
  
Samoa has now passed a law that all boats must be equipped with a sail but the lack of 
suitable sails has hampered this. 
  
This was an unusual topic, compellingly delivered, and highly apt for the Yacht Club! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Link to the SOS presence on the web :   http://sails.wordpress.com/   

http://sails.wordpress.com/

