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ROTARY DISTRICT 9710                   BULLETIN 13th JULY 2009 

2009 

Last meeting details  

T.B.A 

 

Where we meet  

Meets Thursdays 12.15 for 12.30  

Southern Cross Yacht Club, 

Mariner Place, Lotus Bay, 

Yarralumla 

 

President - John Little 

Ph. 0427 489 783 

jmlittle@ozemail.com.au 

 

Secretary -  Bob Brading 

Ph. 6254 2025 / 0427 443 544 

bbrading@bigpond.net.au 

 

Bulletin editor -  Marcel Skjald 

Ph. 0409 846 941 

mskjald@live.com 

 

Contact 

Rotary Club of Canberra Burley 

Griffin Inc. GPO Box 602, Canberra 

City, ACT 2601 

Apologie s 

Please contact a member before 

12 noon Thursday of the meeting 

or earlier. 

Presidents Diary  ð John Little  

We have just started our new Rotary year and I thought I would reiterate 

the theme for Rotary for this year. I present Mr. John Kenny; (Rotary 

Inte rnational President) and Rotary Internationals vision for the year.  

           

 

ñWith over a century of successful Rotary service, we are proud to be 
confident of a future in which generation after generation of Rotarians will 
bring hope to those in need and peace to a world full of conflict.  
 
We see ourselves as part of a great Rotary tradition, as links in a chain 
joining our future to our past. If that chain is to continue, every link in it 
must be strong. It is our responsibility, yours and mine, to f orge solid links 
to Rotary's future.  

It is our responsibility to ensure that Rotary will be stronger next year than 
it is now, and even stronger the year after that.  

It is our responsibility to fulfill  our promise of a polio free world today so 
that Rotary can take on other great challenges tomorrow. As Mohandas 
Gandhi once told us, ñThe future depends on what we do in the present ò.  

If we hope to see Rotary continue through a second century, we cannot 
simply leave well alone. If the road ahead is to be lo ng, then we will need 
a map to travel it - and we have that map. With input from Rotarians 
worldwide, Rotary International has developed a strategic plan with seven 
priorities that set the course for a strong future. Now is the time for us to 
take the init iative to make this plan a reality by:  

* Eradicating polio  

* Advancing the recognition and public image of Rotary  

 

mailto:jmlittle@ozemail.com.au
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ROTARY DISTRICT 9710                     BULLETIN 6th JULY 2009 

The Previous Week  

 

ά¢ƘŜ ²ŀȅ ²Ŝ ²ŜŀǊέ ς Albert Hall 

Photos ς Candid Snaps 

 

Meeting Co -ordinator  

July ς Tony McGloughlin 

August ς Tony Brickwood 

September ς Michael Rabey 

 

 

Rotary Grace  

 

άFor good food, good fellowship, 

and the privilege to serve, through 

Rotary we give thanks.έ 

 

* Increasing Rotary's capacity to provide service  

* Expanding membership globally in both numbers and quality  

* Emphasising Rotary's unique vocational service commitment  

* Optimising leadership talents within RI  

* Fully implementing the strategic planning process to ensure continuity ò 

 

The Way We Wear ï Club Fund Raiser: Candid Photos by Kahlia 

Smith   

 

Last weekend club members banded together to man the doors at Albert 

Hall. Here are some candid Photos of the day! 
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Coming events and 

speakers  

 

Thursday 16th July ς Club 

Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guest Speaker: Report 

Sherry McArdale-English 

Topic: Truffles 
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International Toast ï 9
th

 July 2009 ï Keith Gray 

 

 

ñToday we visit Fiji and toast the Rotary Club of Summerland in Lismore in 

conjunction with Suvaôs 4 Rotary Clubs. We celebrate a remarkable Rotary 

Project which successfully aimed at reducing the incidence of diabetes 

induced blindness and visual disability by showing people that sight loss 

could be arrested by treatment.  A c linic was established in Suva for eye 

screening and treatment with an ophthalmic laser unit in 1999 and in 2004, 

15,000 new diabetes sufferers attended this clinic.  A second unit was placed 

in Labasa on Vanua Levu Island in 2005. 

The Rotary Clubs initial fundraising was $50,000 and a further US$150,000 

came from a Rotary Foundation 3H Grant.  For the second laser unit AusAID 

provided F$40,000 towards the total cost of F$100,000 and the program is 

now continued by Fiji Govt.  Value of the project since incep tion is $500,000. 

Maybe this Fiji model could be used as an alternative to Matching Grants in 

our West Timor program.ò 

Our International Toast:  THE ROTARY CLUB OF SUMMERLAND IN 

LISMORE AND THE FOUR ROTARY CLUBS OF SUVA IN FIJI 

 

Guest Speaker: Report Ms Sherry McArdale-English ï Chris Gray 

French Black Truffles of Canberra. 

Sherry kindly talked to our club on Thursday 9 July about Canberraôs newest 

farming venture.  

After the discovery that Sherryôs husband Gavin McArdle was diagnosed with 

Parkinsonôs disease in 1998, he sold his engineering business and said he 

wanted to be a farmer!  

When he found a property in town but with 450 acres in Majura Lane, Sherry 

was convinced that she would be a city girl but with new challenges and 

adventures for both of them.  
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Rotarian Trip North:  

Tony McGloughlin 
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Discussions on what they would grow covered wine and Lavender initially. 

But when Sherry discovered Truffle growing in Tasmania they were both 

hooked. 

In Europe, Truffles have been grown for centuries. Europeans were 

convinced that Truffles could only be grown in the Northern hemisphere. 

New Zealand and Tasmania proved that this is not the case. And now 

Canberra is proving to be a great place to grow Truffles.  

While there is a large investment in setting up a Truffle farm, the rewards 

can be significant. Truffles sell for about $3000 a kg! Sherry pointed out to 

us that at this stage the time inves tment in locating and digging out the 

Truffles is large, not counting the huge amount of investment in raising the 

PH level of the growing area, fencing off and tree purchases. 

The adventure commenced and the ground was ripped a metre deep by a 

D9 machine, 80kg of Lime per acre and two and a half years later a Truffle 

was found. Normally, 3-4 years was needed to grow the first new Truffle in 

Europe and Tasmania but a world first was created in Canberra by the 

McCardles. 

Rotarian Road Trip ï Tony McGloughlin  

 

Tony's Travel Notes! 

 

Fellow Rotarians will know that Eda and I have been away for seven weeks 

recently. The first four weeks were spent at the Gold Coast seeing family 

and visiting Eda's mother. The remaining three weeks were spent in Cairns 

catching up with our son and his wife, who are working there for a year or  

so. It was wonderful to see and spend time with them. However, we also did 

a bit of touring around as we had not been to Cairns for a number of years.  

The city has really developed and offers excellent facilities and services. 

A highlight of our trip was to spend three days at Silky Oaks Lodge in the  

Daintree. What a set-up living in a beautiful 'tree house' and dining up  

amongst the tree tops. One day we took a tour on the Daintree River. We 

were picked up and taken by car to the boat. It sat eight people on rotating  

chairs so you could see all around. There was one other couple with us. 

They and the tour operator were bird experts. We had the most wonderful  

experience learning about all of the birdlife and other fauna and flora on  

the Daintree. 
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ROTARY DISTRICT 9710                     BULLETIN 6th JULY 2009 

 

The photos attached only skim the surface of all we saw and 
enjoyed. The crocodile is a female about three metres long. Her mate is over  
five metres and apparently kills all the other males around. The frog mouth  
owls were almost invisible amongst the trees but our companions spotted  
them. The red eyes of the birds were amazing. 

 
We also travelled to Mission Beach, Port Douglas, Cape Tribulation and many 
of the other 'tourist' spots. There is an amusing road sign on the road out  
of Cairns. It says 'Broome'. One can imagine one of the many foreign t ourists 
driving north saying "let's go to Broome for lunch". As it is over 4000km I  
guess they are in for a surprise!  
 
There are many more photos but I won't bore you. But I do recommend you  
think of a trip to Cairns - there is a lot to see and do - you won't be 
disappointed. 

 

 

 

 


