BURLEY GRIFFIN

ROTARY DISTRICT 9710

BULLETIN4th December2009

Where we meet

Meets Thursdays 12.15 for 12.30
Southern Cross Yacht Club,
Mariner Place, Lotus Bay,
Yarralumla

President- John Little
Ph. 0427 489 783
imlittle@ozemail.com.au

Secretary- Bob Brading
Ph. 6254 2025 / 0427 44314
bbrading@bigpond.net.au

Bulletin editor- Marcel Skjald
Ph. 0430 749 105
mskjald@live.com

Contact
Rotary Club of Canberra Burley

Griffin Inc. GPO Box 602, Canber
City, ACT 2601

Apologies

Please contact a member before
12 noon Thursday of the meeting
or earlier.

THE FUTURE OF ROTARY'
IS IN YOUR HANDS

Presidents Report

FellowRotarians Merry Christmas, Merry Christmas

Last¢ K dzNEnkektidghas wonderful, outside in the lake breeze at the Yach
Club. There was some conversation around Christmas, time off and fund rais|
ideas to meet someressures for our assistance. The following thoughts were
provided:

Golf day (early march and being organised by Tony and others)
Fundraising Dinner for say May
Stomps in March July and October.

There was some thought on the neadlltrainstorm this topic somewhasp|
would like each member to e mail one or two fundraising idé&msy to those
travelerswho went to Japan, they would have attended the celebration of the
anniversary of the Heijokyo Rotary Club. We all hopermawelerswill have a
good celebration and return home fresh to meet the challenges of next year.

This Thursday will be our last meeting of the year. | understand Elizabeth ang
International Committee and others will be hosting our special gue€l;, &nta
Claus, from the North Pole. | understand there will be a presentation of Chrisi
Carols and that orders will be taken By. Claus.

| look forward to seeing you all at our meeting on Thursday. This will be our I
Bulletinfor the year. The next Bulletin will be published in the Week of 28 Jan
2009.0ur first meeting for 2010 will be held on ThursdayBnuary 2010.
Additionally, and if there is some demand, there will be an informal meeting o
Thursday 1th Januay 2009.Some of us have committed to attending the
National Youth Science Forum and to hosting some studentsderstandhat
the Reception will be in true reception style, in the University House Common
Room and courtyard, ith hot and cold finger foodThis will give us lots of
opportunity to meet the students, and talk with a good number of theBut rest
assured, there will be lots of seating at all timd@$e presentations and talks ang
the formal part of the evening il be in the Great Hall of University House, and
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The Previous Week

Guest Speakei/A

On accessg viathe main entrance to University House please.

In conclusion, | look forward to seeing you all on Thursday with Mr Santa Cla
and | wish each and every Member and their families a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year.

President John
E e
Nt

ROTARYO.UB OFSUVAPENINSULAJNSET

President John LittldRotary Club of Canberra, Burley Griffin
DearPresident John

On hd December, 2009our club, the Rotary Club of Suva Peninsula Sunse
Suva, Fiji, toasted to your club, tiotary Club of Canberra Burley Griffin. W
we picked your Club to toast is one of you members Stephen McMillan belo
to the Rotary Club of Suva and used tsitvour club to do make ups. He is al
sending some Microsoft Software to be used in the prison rehabilitation prg
here in Suva.

The RC of Suva Peninsula Sunset wast manoured to acknowledge the Rota
Club of Canberra Burley Griffamd in doingso learned that your club was forme
in 1987, and has currently abol83 members. We also learnt that you meet @
Thursdays at the Southern Cross Yacht Club, Lotus Bay at 12.30pm

Our club, which started in 1999, is one of nine Rotary clubs in \Kig hae 28
members and we meet every Wednesday evening at 6.30pm for a 7.00pm
at The Fiji Club

Of the nine Rotary Clubs in Fijie are one of fouti KI &G +F NB o0 & §
city, Suva.

Below Iwish to share with you some information about axountry and our city:

Fiji, dubbed the Crossroads of the Pacific lies in the centre of the South H
region, with neighboring countries including Tonga, Vanuatu, Samoa, Aus
and New Zealand. In 1874 Fiji became a British colony and on 10 Otfife!
Fiji gained her independence.
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Coming events anspeakers:

TBA

Fijihas an estimated population of just over 800,000 made up of indigenous Fi
Indo-Fijians, Chinese, Part Europeans, and other Pacific islanders. The threq
languages spoken are English, Fijian and Hindustani. Religion in Fiji in
Christianiy (and the various denominations), Hindu, Islgrand when traveling
around the country one would be able to see the many Christian churches,
temples belonging to the Hindu, Islam and Sikh faiths.

Fiji is still largely an agrarian society but our migednomy base reliant on toism,
and export of Sugar, Fishimiber, and Garmenproducts.

Suva, the capital city since 1882, is a multicultural city, home to an estimated 35
people. Suva is the main business, political and administrative centresjrtgpthe
large local and overseas companies, Parliament House and the main Gover
Buildings. Suva also hosts various high commissions and embassies, includ
Embassy of the USA, and a Peace Corps office, and regional and international
such as the University of the South Pacific, the Pacific Islands Forum Secre
various United Nations Agencies and the Asian Development Bank.

Please convey to your club our warmest of greetings and best wishes.
Yours in Rotary,
Alf Tanti

Toast Master
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Rosters:
Contacts: Tony Brickwood

Editors Note:
Marcel Skjald:

Lttt {G2NRSaz
editor nolater than Sunday
Afternoon 6pm.
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" An opportunity for those interested in The Rotary Foundation
in D9710 to have some input to our future".

PDG Mick Newling, D9710 Foundation Chair has invited the Australian managg
The Rotary FoundatiorPDG Bruce Allerto come toCanberra on Saturday 20th
February 2010 to discuss the various aspects of The Foundation as we head ir
new decade during which we are sure to see some far reaching changes.

The workshop will give those attending an opportunity to discuss thegatpgns
of the New Vision guidelines that will affect Ambassadorial Scholars, Group Stt
Exchange and Matching Grants.

Starting at 10am at the Belconnen Soccer Club, Belconnen Way, Hawker, ACT|
(Where the Belconnen Club meets), the District will provigegning and afternoon
tea and the bistro will be open so that those attending can make their own
arrangements for lunchWe anticipate we will finish by about 4pm.

I will invite the leaders of GSE teams from the last few years to work together W
the GSE Chair, lan Sayers to consider ways in which the program can be imprd
particularly in relation to the coordination of hosting, vocational experiences an
opportunities to experience our unique cultur&@here will be timegowards the end
of the workshop for them to present their recommendations.

To register your interest or confirm your attendance, please contact Mick on 04
684 020 or by email ahnewling@gmail.com

Club P rogram

For all details of our Program visit:
http://www.canberra -burley-griffin-rotary-club.org

Door Roster

Thursday 17" Decemberi Peter Dawson & Elizabeth Scrivener
International Toast Roster

Thursday 17" Decemberi Stephen McMillan

Vocational Update Roster : TBA

If you can't do any of the rostered duties please arrange your own
replacement or contact Tony Brickwood (0400 220 124)

Claim the Date

Times available
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Recipes : Billy Can Pudding from Australia
In the Australian bush

In the 19th century people had to improvise. The Billy Can is a tin, with

handles, usually used to carry water.

1 1/2 cups of raisins

1/2 cup of sultanas and raisins

1 cup sugar

1/2 teaspoon of mixed spice and cinnamon
2 cups flour

1 teaspoon of bicarbonate soda

Combine all ingredients. Mix well with 500 mis of boiling tea. Empty into a
greased and floured billy can. Cover, and let it stand overnight. Steam for 3
1/2 hours.

Gingerbread from Germany

This can make gingerbread boys or girls, fat hearts, or small Hansel-and-
Gretel houses.

2 1/2 tablespoons of golden syrup

1/2 cup of butter

1/2 cup of brown sugar

egg yolk

2 cups of plain flour

level teaspoon of bicarbonate of soda, free of lumps

3 level teaspoons of ground ginger

dash on cinnamon, optional

extra flour for rolling pastry

currants, peel, cherries and a little icing

Stand container of golden syrup in hot water to soften.

Beat the butter and sugar to a cream, then beat the egg yolk.

Beat in the syrup. Slowly add flour, bicarbonate of soda, ginger and an
optional dash of cinnamon.

With floury hands kneed into a dough. Wrap in plastic and place in fridge for 1
hour, making it easier to roll out.

Brush flour on the rolling pin and under the dough. Roll to an even 10 mm
(/3 inch) thick and cut out shapes.

Place on a greased tray about 2 cms (3/4 inch) apart and bake in a
moderately slow oven (180 degrees Celsius/ 350 degrees Fahrenheit) for
about 12 minutes.

Leave for a few minutes and remove with a spatula.

Decorate with icing, peel, cherries etc.
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Christmas Traditions Around the World

LA LA TR TR e R e

Christmas in Denmark

Christmas in Denmark is supposed to be when a mischievous elf called Nisse
can have his fun. He is said to live in the lofts of old farmhouses and enjoys
playing jokes. He wears gray woolen clothes, a red bonnet, red stockings and
white clogs. Families leave him a bowl of rice pudding or porridge on
Christmas Eve to keep his jokes within limits. Usually though he is kind and
helpful helping out on the farms and being especially good to the children.

Christmas Eve dinner begins with rice pudding that holds a magic almond
inside. Whoever finds the almond receives a prize. They then have goose,
red cabbage and browned potatoes. After that lots of pastries and cakes.

The Danish tradition is the Christmas plate. This was a tradition in the early
days where rich Danes gave plates biscuits and fruit as presents to their
servants. These plates were the nicest and best kind and were not used for
everyday use, this is the reason why they became so collectable.

They take much pride making their own decorations with bright paper, bits of
wood and straw. The parents secretly decorate the tree, and children are not
permitted to see the tree until dinner on Christmas Eve. The tree is then lit up
and families gather around to sing carols and hymns.

Each Sunday in Advent, guests are invited to join in the lighting of the
candles on the Advent crown. Adults drink a warming mixture of red wine,
spices and raisins, and children drink a sweet fruit juice, like strawberry.
Everybody eats small cakes of batter which have been cooked over the fire in
a special pan, and dusted with icing sugar.

In Denmark Christmas Eve is a special time. It is at this time parents secretly
decorate the Christmas tree with homemade wood and straw baubles. The
children are only able to see the tree before dinner when it is lit up and the
family gathers to sing carols and hymns

In Denmark Christmas Eve is called Juleaften and is the biggest occasion of
the year. Parties go on all night, with traditional prune-stuffed roast goose, red
cabbage, fried pastries, and cinnamon-laced rice pudding called Grod.

The Christmas elves called Julenisse are appeased with rice pudding, and
dishes of seeds are placed outdoors for wild birds.

ot AT LT AT TR e e R e
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| think Santa Claus is a woman

| hate to be the one to defy sacred myth, but | believe he's a she.

Think about it. Christmas is a big, organized, warm, fuzzy, nurturing social deal, and | h;
tough time believing a guy could possibly pull it all off!

For starters, the vast majority men don't even think about selecting gifts until Christmas
Eve. It's as if they are all frozen in some kind of Ebenezerian Time Warp until 3 p.m. on
24th, when they with amazing calm call other errant men and plan for a lashute
shopping sgee.

Once at the mall, they always seem surprised to find only Ronco products, socket wren:
and mood rings left on the shelves. (You might think this would send them into a fit of pi
and guilt, but my husband tells me it's an enormous reliefusedalessens the 1thHour
decisionmaking burden.) On this count alone, I'm convinced Santa is a woman.

Surely, if he were a man, everyone in the universe would wake up Christmas morning t(
rotating musical Chia Pet under the tree, still inlihg.

Another problem for a h&anta would be getting there. First of all, there would be no rein
because they would all be dead, gutted, and strapped on to the rear bumper of the sleic
wide-eyed, desperate claims that buck season had beemledtdlitzen's rack would alread
be on the way to the taxidermist.

Even if the male Santa did have reindeer, he'd still have transportation problems becau:
would inevitably get lost in the snow and clouds, and then refuse to stop and ask forrdir

Add to this the fact that there would be unavoidable delays in the chimney, where the B
Vila-like Santa would stop to inspect and repoint bricks in the flue. He would also need"
check for carbon monoxide fumes in every gas fireplace, and getevetgrChristmas tree
that is crooked to straighten it to a perfectly uprighti@gree angle.

Other reasons why Santa can't possibly be a man:

- Men can't pack a bag.

- Men would rather be dead than caught wearing red velvet.

- Men would feel their mastinity is threatened, having to be seen with all those elves.
- Men don't answer their mail.

- Men would refuse to allow their physique to be described, even in jest, i
anything remotely resembling a "bowlful of jelly."
- Finally, being responsible for @ktmas would require a commitment.

| can buy the fact that other mythical holiday characters are men. Father
shows up once a year unshaven and looking ominous. Definite guy. Cup
around carrying weapons. Uncle Sam is a politician who likpsitd fingers.

Any one of these individuals could pass the testosterone screening test.

St. Nick. Not a chance.
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The Politically Correct 12
Days Of Christmas

On the 12th day of the
Eurocentrically imposed
midwinter festival, my
Significant Other in a
consenting adult,
monogamous relationship
gave to me:

TWELVE males reclaiming
their inner warrior through
ritual drumming, ELEVEN
pipers piping (plus the 18
membe pit orchestra made u|
of members in good standing
of the Musicians Equity
Union as called for in their
union contract even though
they will not be asked to play
a note),

TEN melanin deprived
testosterongoisoned scions
of the patriarchal ruling class
system leaping,

NINE persons engaged in
rhythmic selfexpression,
EIGHT economically
disadvantaged female persot
stealing milkproducts from
enslaved BovinAmericans,
SEVEN endangered swans
swimming on federally
protected wetlands, SIX
enslaved FowAmericans
producing stolen neghuman
animal products,

FIVE golden symbols of
culturally sanctioned enforce!
domestic incarceration,
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