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ROTARY DISTRICT 9710         BULLETIN 27th October 2009  

 

 

Where we meet 

Meets Thursdays 12.15 for 12.30  

Southern Cross Yacht Club, 

Mariner Place, Lotus Bay, 

Yarralumla 

 

President - John Little 

Ph. 0427 489 783 

jmlittle@ozemail.com.au 

 

Secretary -  Bob Brading 

Ph. 6254 2025 / 0427 443 544 

bbrading@bigpond.net.au 

 

Bulletin editor -  Marcel Skjald 

Ph. 0430 749 105 

mskjald@live.com 

 

Contact 

Rotary Club of Canberra Burley 

Griffin Inc. GPO Box 602, Canberra 

City, ACT 2601 

Apologies 

Please contact a member before 

12 noon Thursday of the meeting 

or earlier. 

Presidents Update 

Fellow Rotarians, 

 I am writing this update on Friday as I prepare for the road to Cooma to 
attend the District Conference.  

Last week was a particularly interesting week with a full meeting agenda 
on Thursday. We were delighted to have a number of visitors. PP Ron 
Rabey hosted two students who attended RYPEN together with their 
teacher Scott (Lucy and Michael) from Telopea High School. They spoke of 
the benefits the RYPEN weekend gave them and presented a large 
envelope on their and Telopea’s behalf to Ron Rabey as a thankyou.  

Next we had the induction of three new members, Margaret Woodrow and 
John Coote, with John Grant who transferred from Ginninderra.   

Finally the Deputy Head of Mission for the Embassy of Finland, Mr Juha 
Pyykka was introduced and provided an interesting presentation on 
Finland. There were a number of questions. Of importance to note is that 
the Diplomatic Community is a small community, Stephen having met Juha 
while on posting to Suva.    

Now we have the Way we Ware Antique Clothing Fair where many of you 
will spend some hours this weekend.  

Next we welcome a Group Study Exchange (GSE) team, sponsored by this 
district, to our meeting on Thursday. Elizabeth with the International 
Committee will host the GSE team on Thursday. The Annual Programs 
Fund of The Rotary Foundation makes provision for every District in the 
world to participate in the GSE program. By utilising some of the District 
Designated Funding (money contributed by Clubs and individuals to The 
Foundation) a second GSE team can be selected. This year, this District is 
sponsoring two inbound and two outbound teams. 

A Rotarian Team Leader and four non-Rotarian Team Members are 
selected to participate in an exchange to another District in another 
country to experience social, economic, business and cultural conditions 
and to observe their own professions in action.  

Individuals who participate in this rewarding, once-in-a-lifetime 
experience will return home with a broadened cultural perspective 
and new understanding of a nation’s history, language, commerce, 
and government.  

mailto:jmlittle@ozemail.com.au
mailto:bbrading@bigpond.net.au
mailto:mskjald@live.com
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The Previous Week 

 

Guest Speaker/s:Mr Juha Pyykko 

 

 

Meeting Co-ordinator 

 

October – Michael Rabey 

 

 

Rotary Grace 

 

“For good food, good fellowship, 

and the privilege to serve, through 

Rotary we give thanks.” 

 

GSE offers a unique opportunity to develop leadership skills, work on team 
building, and increase self-confidence. The program is designed to have an 
invaluable impact on the career of a young professional in the increasingly 
global workplace by creating networking opportunities and lifelong 
friendships.  

Individuals who participate in this rewarding, once-in-a-lifetime experience 
will return home with a broadened cultural perspective and new 
understanding of a nation’s history, language, commerce, and 
government.  

 YIR 

President John 

The way we Wear!  Club Fund 
Raiser 

Last weekend club members banded together to man the doors at Albert Hall. 

Once again, “The Way we Wear” proved to be very popular event and  continues 

to be a nice little earner for the club. We reaped $1000.00 for our efforts.  

 Here are a few words for the bulletin from members: 

“Historic costumes, shoes, hats, jewelry, even a display of vintage women's 

undergarments - the Way we Wear Fair at Albert Hall had something for (almost) 

everyone.  Lucky members of our Rotary club even got a chance for a preview, 

with Ron, Tony and Joyce on the door on Friday night.  We had to be quick 

though, as bargain hunters were queuing up and anxious to be first in the door 

when it formally opened.  After a rush of what seemed like several hundred 

people there was time to relax, enjoy the costumes and the coffee and take the 

opportunity to talk with some of the stall holders.  There were some lovely items, 

many happy customers and lots who were planning to visit again over the 

weekend.  A great atmosphere, with a sense of history set off by the classic 

surroundings of Albert Hall - put your name down for the next one in a few 

months time. I had a great time and really enjoyed the evening”  Regards Joyce L 

Saturday morning the “Tom Davison” team took control. Tom resplendent in 

Cricket Creams led his team of Tony and Jan Wearing or was the Waring 

 

 “It is quite challenging 6 types of tickets, 2 types of discount vouchers, tickets 

held inside with stall holders, door prize, books for sale, and you need to know 

where toilets are located and the ATM machine! 

….this is a fun event to work at as everyone is there for a good time. The ratio of 
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Coming events and speakers:  

 

 

 

 

 

ROTARY DISTRICT 9710         BULLETIN 27th October 2009 

 

Tony one of our clubs most experienced fashionista’s with a keen eye for detail,  

entertained the crowds with. His Famous one Liners whilst Jan took a trip down 

memory lane  

 “It is quite challenging 6 types of tickets, 2 types of discount vouchers, tickets held 

inside with stall holders, door prize, books for sale, and you need to know where 

toilets are located and the ATM machine! 

….this is a fun event to work at as everyone is there for a good time. The ratio of 

women to men is around 10:1. We sometimes asked women to model for us whatever 

they bought….always good for a laugh and some actually do it! All good fun. 

For me the highlights were the passionfruit cup cakes and the strong coffee at the 

café. As to the fashions I am the last person to ask”.  Tom D  

The Saturday afternoon shift saw Chris, Margaret, Ross and Rotaractor Krystal Brown 

man the front desk. 

“Trade was steady and the cash flowed, Chris had all good intentions to mark his CIT 

homework but was kept way too busy to even glance at it. 

The team worked well together and made sure all visitors were encouraged to spend 

up big.  Fun was had by all.”  Ross B 

Sunday Morning  

“Vera bought her yoga mat ?  We are not sure why. 

Olek bought himself – nice to see him again 

I played with the money – as you would expect, practiced my golf swing - and then 

raced off to play golf before it rained”. Sharon G 

Sunday afternoon was the business end of the week and the last shift of the fair was 

uneventful. 

 “ Our team of John, Stephen (Victoria)  and myself manned the door and everything 

ran quite smoothly.  The afternoon was not very busy  - one of the stallholders 

commenting that it was the slowest he could remember.  Apparently the last one in 

Sydney was incredibly well attended and the stallholders did very well.  Victoria and I 

had a lovely time looking at all the sparkling jewelry - particularly those pieces in the 

shape of animals and birds.  We finished up about 3.45pm.” Liz S 
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Rosters: 

Contacts: Tony Brickwood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editors Note: 

Marcel Skjald: 

mskjald@live.com 

All Stories, photos, Bio’s to the 

editor no later than Sunday 

Afternoon 6pm. 
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For our club it’s “a good fun” event and I’m sure everyone that helped out enjoyed 

themselves. My thanks to all those members and partners who were involved, and 

!!!  for members that were unable to take part this time don’t worry, Keith has 

asked the Club to once again man the doors. 

In July there will be yet another “The Way we Wear” weekend  

 “Knees Up” Back to the 40’s…. or “Fashion on the Ration” as it has so often been 

called will be held 16th 17th 18th July 2010 so mark your diary, and I hope to see 

there. 

 

Ron Rabey 

 

 

Club P rogram  

For all details of our Program visit:  

http://www.canberra-burley-griffin-rotary-club.org 

 

Door Roster  

Thursday 29nd October– Clayton Perry & Phil Hawke 

International Toast Roster  

Thursday 29nd October– Tom Davison  

 

Vocational Update Roster  

Thursday 29th October– Mark McEwan 

If you can't do any of the rostered duties please arrange your own 

replacement or contact Tony Brickwood (0400 220 124) 

Claim the Date  

24th – 25th October – District Conference in Cooma 

21st November STOMP (18)                                                  Target $4000 

mailto:mskjald@live.com
http://www.canberra-burley-griffin-rotary-club.org/
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ROTARY DISTRICT 9710         BULLETIN 27th October 2009 

Report of lunchtime meeting speaker ï Thursday, 22 October 2009: 

Stephen McMillian 

 

Todayôs speaker was Mr Juha Pyykkº, Deputy Head of Mission at the 

Embassy of Finland. 

 

Juha provided a short history of Finland, which had been part of the Swedish 

Empire (from 1155 to 1809) and the Russian Empire (1809 to 1917) before 

becoming independent on 6 December 1917.  Finland fought both the Soviet 

Union and Nazi Germany during World War 2, but was never occupied.  At 

the end of World War 2, Finland was required to pay compensation to the 

Soviet Union.  This led to Finlandôs industrialisation ï previously its 

economy had relied on forestry.  

 

A recession in the early 1990s had led Finland to focus on high technology, 

particularly environmental and ñgreenò technology.  Juha cited Nokia as 

Finlandôs best known company.  Previously Nokia had manufactured many 

goods; it now focused on mobile telephones.  While many Nokia mobiles are 

manufactured elsewhere, much of the research and development is done in 

Finland. 

 

During the question and answer session, Juha noted the importance of 

education to Finland.  A previous President had identified the three most 

important factors in Finlandôs success as ñeducation, education, and 

educationò.  Two-thirds of R&D was privately funded, with one third 

government-funded.  

 

Juha also confessed that he was a lapsed Rotarian.  He had joined Rotary in 

Bangkok while posted there.  He had joined the Rotary Club of Helsinki 

International on return to Finland but found that work commitments meant he 

was not able to participate fully in the Club and he resigned.  He hopes to join 

Rotary again. 
 

 


