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ROTARY DISTRICT 9710        BULLETIN 7th December 2009  

 

 

Where we meet 

Meets Thursdays 12.15 for 12.30  

Southern Cross Yacht Club, 

Mariner Place, Lotus Bay, 

Yarralumla 

 

President - John Little 

Ph. 0427 489 783 

jmlittle@ozemail.com.au 

 

Secretary -  Bob Brading 

Ph. 6254 2025 / 0427 443 544 

bbrading@bigpond.net.au 

 

Bulletin editor -  Marcel Skjald 

Ph. 0430 749 105 

mskjald@live.com 

 

Contact 

Rotary Club of Canberra Burley 

Griffin Inc. GPO Box 602, Canberra 

City, ACT 2601 

Apologies 

Please contact a member before 

12 noon Thursday of the meeting 

or earlier. 

Presidents Report 

Fellow Rotarians, 

The year seems to have got away from us, with Christmas fast 
approaching.  

Firstly we reflect on our Mars conversation last Thursday, and of course 
our Christmas party on Wednesday evening. I wish to thank Tony for his 
work in organising a fantastic Christmas Party. A good happy time was had 
by all attending.  

The International committee is considering how we would respond to a 
visit to Mars. Speaking of exhibitions, a number of our members will be 
going to Japan this week to help the Heijokyo Rotary Club in Nara, Japan 
celebrate an important anniversary. We wish our travelers a safe and 
happy trip.  

This Thursday, we will be meeting on the front lawn of the Southern Cross 
Yacht Club that is between the Club and the lake. Elizabeth and Tony are 
organising this meeting and have asked members to bring: 

 Something to drink, and for those who are able,  

 Something to share - or do we want to order a fruit platter too?  

 A hat, sunglasses etc.  

 Anything else? 

I understand some sandwiches will be provided. Tony has asked that you e 
mail him brickwood@netspeed.com.au to advise of your attendance for 
catering purposes. 

Some meeting dates for the rest of December and January; 

·         10 December 2009 (this Thursday) 

·         17 December 2009 (last meeting before Christmas) 

·         21 January 2009 will be our first meeting in 2010. 
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The Previous Week 

 

Guest Speaker: 

Dr Jon Clarke is a geologist with 
some 25 years experience on five 
continents and three oceans, with 
industry, government, and 
academe.  He has been involved 
with Mars Society Australia since 
2001, working of Mars mission 
design, public outreach, and 
understanding the surface and 
history of red planet. 

 

 

 

Meeting Co-ordinator 

 

November – TBA 

 

 

There is one important matter on our program for January 2010. The 
National Science Youth Forum event sponsors need some members of this 
club to billet some students for a day. The club has decided to select 21 
January 2009 as the day to meet for dinner and the billeting will be 
required the following Sunday. Please contact Ron Rabey 
rjrabey@gmail.com for full details. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the meeting on Thursday. 

President John. 

Science Forum News 

Once again the we are fast approaching the January Science Forum which 

is a Fantastic Science program for year 11 students from all part of 

Australia 

As Rotarians we have the opportunity to play an important role of home 

hosting students. Our club has targeted the 21st January as the day for 

our club to be involved. As in the past our normal meeting will be 

cancelled??  And in its place those members who are interested will 

attendant the combined Science Forum dinner with the students. Please 

note that the dinner is limited to 120 Rotarian including partners and by 

attending you will be expected to host at least 2 students.  

MOST important if you would like to host students it is not a requirement 

that you attend the dinner! Students will be looking to be home hosted 

Sunday 10th and Sunday 24th January. We are looking mainly at the 24th.  

The other important thing to remember that if you put your name down to 

attend the dinner then the club will be charged if you are a “NO SHOW” !   

You would be required to pay. The price for dinner is $25.00 per person 

Summary:  

You can host students either Sunday 10th January or Sunday 24 January 

As a club we plan to go to Dinner Thursday 21 

There will also be a joint dinner 7th January and members are welcome to 

attend if they wish. 

I shall be coordinating this project for the club and will endeavour to 

contact every  member over the coming days  to find out their intentions 

or Better still it would be great if you contacted me on  0418259675 or  

rjrabey@gmail.com  RTN RON 
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Coming events and speakers: 

TBA 

ROTARY DISTRICT 9710              BULLETIN 7th December 2009 

 

Dear President John  

On behalf of the D9710 National Youth Science Forum (NYSF) Committee, I 

would like to invite your Club and its members and their partners to: 

·         participate in the NYSF Receptions at University House on Thurs 7 Jan 

and Thurs 21 Jan 2010;  and 

·         join in home hosting NYSF students on Sun 10 Jan and Sun 24 Jan 

2010.  

Receptions   

As in past years, we are asking Clubs to consider substituting one of their 

normal weekly Club meetings with an NYSF reception.  And our DG Mike 

Pedler will be there.  

All the details about the Receptions are in the attachment “NYSF 2010 Rotary 

Reception and home hosting.doc”.   You might like to pass around hardcopy to 

your members. (See Ron Rabey) 

We are asking for people to register for the Receptions, and the Excel 

attachment “NYSF 2010 Club registration and hosting form.xls” can be used 

for this.  Registration information back to me please.  Early feedback will be a 

big help to me – but at the latest I would need the return by 18 December.  

In closing on this, we can note that the Great Hall of University House will give 

everyone line-of-sight to the speakers, and background noise should be 

minimal.  It should be a good night out.  

Home Hosting  

We can make a real difference to the NYSF students by home hosting them.  

During each Session, after an intensive week they need to recharge batteries 

before facing a second intensive week. And for Rotarians, Home Hosting can 

be a wonderful experience.  

The dates for home hosting are Sunday 7 January and Sunday 24 January.  

Please encourage your members to participate, and to add themselves as 

home hosters on the attached registration sheet (Excel document).  They 

don’t have to be at a reception to be home hosters – another of your 

members or one of our Committee who will be at a reception can make 

arrangements with students on their behalf. Again, early feedback will be a big 

help to me – the sooner the better - but at the latest I would need the return 

by 18 December. 
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Rosters: 

Contacts: Tony Brickwood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editors Note: 

Marcel Skjald: 

mskjald@live.com 

All Stories, photos, Bio’s to the 

editor no later than Sunday 

Afternoon 6pm. 

Quote of the week: 

Jim Morrison 

“There are things known and 

things unknown and in between 

are the doors.” 
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Two little things in closing:   

Terminology about Sessions.  Session A will be in Canberra and Session C 

will be in Canberra.  In between there will be another session, in Perth WA, 

and that one is called Session B.  This is why there is no word about Session 

B when we talk about the receptions/home hosting in Canberra.  

And just a bit on the financials.  Yes the cost to us is $25 a head.  But the 

host Club is charged for all registrations at the date cut-offs (27 Dec for 

Session A and 14 Jan for Session C) so if someone is a no-show at their 

nominated reception then they will need to reimburse that Club.   

Yours in Rotary 

 Adam de Totth 

Chairman, National Youth Science Forum Committee 

Rotary District 9710  

02 6288 1441        0402 464 327 

Club P rogram  

For all details of our Program visit:  

http://www.canberra-burley-griffin-rotary-club.org 

 

Door Roster  

Thursday 10th December – Peter Petkovic & Keith Gray 

Thursday 17th December – Peter Dawson & Elizabeth Scrivener 

 

International Toast Roster  

Thursday 10th December – Bill Andrews  

Thursday 17th December – Stephen McMillan  

 

Vocational Update Roster  

TBA  

 

If you can't do any of the rostered duties please arrange your own 

replacement or contact Tony Brickwood (0400 220 124) 

Claim the Date  

Times available 
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A computer engineer, a 

systems analyst, and a 

programmer were driving 

down a mountain when the 

brakes gave out. They 

screamed down the mountain, 

gaining speed, and finally 

managed to grind to a halt, 

more by luck than anything 

else, just inches from a 

thousand foot drop to jagged 

rocks. They all got out of the 

car.  

The computer engineer said, 

"I think I can fix it."  

The systems analyst said, 

"No, I think we should take it 

into town and have a 

specialist look at it."  

The programmer said, "OK, 

but first I think we should get 

back in and see if it does it 

again."  
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Joke of the Week : Subject:  Computers and Science 

 

ñFrom Lloyd Smith , MD, during his address at the graduation ceremony for 

the University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston, May 25:  

"Then there was the man who was so imbued with science that he sent two of 

his children to Sunday school and kept the other two home as controls."  

This is NASA Headline News for Tuesday, April 31..... The Congressional 

Budget Explorer Module (CBEM) is scheduled for installation in the orbiter 

Titanic's payload bay this afternoon. Technicians resolved an earlier problem 

with hydraulic line pressure when it was discovered that several fragments of 

lobbyist had become stuck in a flapper valve. The 127-ton CBEM payload will 

mark the beginning of NASA's ambitious decade-long "Mission to Fort Knox." 

A Flight Eagerness Review is scheduled for tomorrow and Thursday. The 

current target launch date is Friday, May 11. If no further problems are 

uncovered in the FER, the launch will probably be pushed back a few days 

anyway just for the heck of it. The CBEM launch window ends on Tuesday, 

May 21, when Venus rises in Aquarius and Neptune's influence is no longer 

balanced, violating critical Astral launch criteria.  

 

 

 


